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Prince' or 'Young Royal Tarry Breaks', as Burns pre-
ferred to call him. With his superiors he was less in
favour, owing to an incorrigible habit of disobeying
orders when the fancy took him, and this cut his naval
career short. He was, however, able to form a lifelong
friendship with Nelson.

Charles Greville, who knew him well, writing after
his death thus summed up his early career:

'King William IV, if he had been born in a private
station, would have passed unobserved through life like
millions of other men, looked upon as possessing a good-
natured and affectionate disposition, but without either
elevation of mind or brightness of intellect. During
many years of his life the Duke of Clarence was an ot-
scure individual, without consideration, moving in a
limited circle, and altogether forgotten by the great
world. He resided at Bushey with Mrs. Jordan, and
brought up his numerous, children with tender affec-
tion: and with them, and for them, he seemed entirely
to live. The cause of his separation from Mrs. Jordan has
not been explained, but it probably arose from his desire
to better his condition by a good marriage, and he
wanted to marry Miss Wykeham, a half-crazy woman
of large fortune, on whom he afterwards conferred a
Peerage. George IV, I believe, put a spoke In that wheel,
fortunately for the Duke as well as for the country. The
death of the Princess Charlotte opened to him a new
prospect, and lack of royal progeny made his marriage
as desirable an event to the public as it was convenient
to himself. . . .*

Mrs. Jordan, with whom the Duke of Clarence lived
in disreputable obscurity for some twenty years, was an
extremely popular actress. Indeed, her success was such